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Article 5.

Investigating Committees.

§ 120‑14.  Power of committees.
Any committee of investigation raised either by joint resolution or resolution of either house of 

the General Assembly has full power to send for persons and papers, and, if necessary, to compel 
attendance and production of papers by attachment or otherwise. (1869‑70, c. 5, s. 1; Code, s. 2853; 
Rev., s. 4412; C.S., s. 6100.)

§ 120‑15.  Chairman may administer oaths.
The chairman of any committee or any person in his presence, and under his direction, shall 

have power and authority to administer oaths. (1869‑70, c. 5, s. 3; Code, s. 2856; Rev., s. 4413; 
C.S., s. 6101.)

§ 120‑16.  Pay of witnesses.
Any witness appearing and giving testimony shall be entitled to receive from the person at 

whose instance he was summoned ten cents (10¢) for every mile traveling to and from his 
residence, and ferriage, to be recovered in the district court upon the certificate of the 
commissioner. (1800, c. 557, s. 2, P.R.; R.C., c. 52, s. 33; Code, s. 2860; Rev., s. 4414; C.S., s. 6102; 
1973, c. 108, s. 69.)

§ 120‑17.  Appearance before committee.
Every person desiring to appear either in person or by attorney to introduce testimony, or to 

offer argument for or against the passage of an act or resolution, before any committee of either 
house of the General Assembly, shall first make application to such committee, stating in writing 
his object, the number and names of his witnesses, and the nature of their testimony. If the 
committee consider the information likely to be important, or the interest of the applicant to be 
great, they shall appoint a time and place for hearing the same, with such limitations as may be 
deemed necessary. (1868‑9, c. 270, s. 10; Code, s. 2858; Rev., s. 4415; C.S., s. 6103.)

§ 120‑18.  Appeal from denial of right to be heard.
If any committee shall refuse to grant the request of any citizen to be heard before it in a matter 

touching his interests, he may appeal to the house of which the committee is a part; and if he shows 
good reason for his request the house shall order it to be granted. (1868‑9, c. 270, s. 11; Code, s. 
2859; Rev., s. 4416; C.S., s. 6104.)

§ 120‑19.  State officers, etc., upon request, to furnish data and information to legislative 
committees or commissions.

Except as provided in G.S. 105‑259, all officers, agents, agencies and departments of the State 
are required to give to any committee of either house of the General Assembly, or any committee or 
commission whose funds are appropriated or transferred to the General Assembly or to the 
Legislative Services Commission for disbursement, upon request, all information and all data 
within their possession, or ascertainable from their records. This requirement is mandatory and 
shall include requests made by any individual member of the General Assembly, one of its standing 
committees or the chair of a standing committee, or any other legislative panel duly appointed by 
the President Pro Tempore and/or the Speaker of the House or an agent or employee of such a 
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legislative panel.  (Resolution 19, 1937, p. 927; 1993, c. 485, s. 37; 2001‑491, s. 33.1; 2019‑80, s. 
3.)


