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Article 10.

Kidnapping and Abduction.

§ 14‑39.  Kidnapping.
(a)	 Any person who shall unlawfully confine, restrain, or remove from one place to 

another, any other person 16 years of age or over without the consent of such person, or any other 
person under the age of 16 years without the consent of a parent or legal custodian of such person, 
shall be guilty of kidnapping if such confinement, restraint or removal is for the purpose of:

(1)	 Holding such other person for a ransom or as a hostage or using such other 
person as a shield; or

(2)	 Facilitating the commission of any felony or facilitating flight of any person 
following the commission of a felony; or

(3)	 Doing serious bodily harm to or terrorizing the person so confined, restrained or 
removed or any other person; or

(4)	 Holding such other person in involuntary servitude in violation of G.S. 
14‑43.12.

(5)	 Trafficking another person with the intent that the other person be held in 
involuntary servitude or sexual servitude in violation of G.S. 14‑43.11.

(6)	 Subjecting or maintaining such other person for sexual servitude in violation of 
G.S. 14‑43.13.

(b)	 There shall be two degrees of kidnapping as defined by subsection (a). If the person 
kidnapped either was not released by the defendant in a safe place or had been seriously injured or 
sexually assaulted, the offense is kidnapping in the first degree and is punishable as a Class C 
felony. If the person kidnapped was released in a safe place by the defendant and had not been 
seriously injured or sexually assaulted, the offense is kidnapping in the second degree and is 
punishable as a Class E felony.

(c)	 Any firm or corporation convicted of kidnapping shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than five thousand dollars ($5,000) nor more than one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000), and its 
charter and right to do business in the State of North Carolina shall be forfeited. (1933, c. 542; 
1975, c. 843, s. 1; 1979, c. 760, s. 5; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 47; 1981, c. 63, s. 1; c. 179, s. 14; 
1983, c. 746, s. 2; 1993, c. 539, s. 1143; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1995, c. 509, s. 8; 2006‑247, 
s. 20(c).)

§ 14‑40.  Enticing minors out of the State for the purpose of employment.
If any person shall employ and carry beyond the limits of this State any minor, or shall induce 

any minor to go beyond the limits of this State, for the purpose of employment without the consent 
in writing, duly authenticated, of the parent, guardian or other person having authority over such 
minor, he shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.  The fact of the employment and going out of 
the State of the minor, or of the going out of the State by the minor, at the solicitation of the person 
for the purpose of employment, shall be prima facie evidence of knowledge that the person 
employed or solicited to go beyond the limits of the State is a minor. (1891, c. 45; Rev., s. 3630; 
C.S., s. 4222; 1969, c. 1224, s. 4; 1993, c. 539, s. 21; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

§ 14‑41.  Abduction of children.
(a)	 Any person who, without legal justification or defense, abducts or induces any minor 

child who is at least four years younger than the person to leave any person, agency, or institution 
lawfully entitled to the child's custody, placement, or care shall be guilty of a Class F felony.
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(b)	 The provisions of this section shall not apply to any public officer or employee in the 
performance of his or her duty. (1879, c. 81; Code, s. 973; Rev., s. 3358; C.S., s. 4223; 1979, c. 760, 
s. 5; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 47; 1981, c. 63, s. 1; c. 179, s. 14; 1993, c. 539, s. 1144; 1994, Ex. 
Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 745, s. 1.)

§ 14‑42:  Repealed by Session Laws 1993, c.  539, s. 1358.2.

§ 14‑43:  Repealed by Session Laws 1993 (Reg.  Sess., 1994), c. 767, s. 29(2).

§ 14‑43.1.  Unlawful arrest by officers from other states.
A law‑enforcement officer of a state other than North Carolina who, knowing that he is in the 

State of North Carolina and purporting to act by authority of his office, arrests a person in the State 
of North Carolina, other than as is permitted by G.S. 15A‑403, is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.  
(1973, c. 1286, s. 10; 1993, c. 539, s. 22; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

§ 14‑43.2: Repealed by Session Laws 2006‑247, s. 20(a), effective December 1, 2006, and 
applicable to offenses committed on or after that date.

§ 14‑43.3.  Felonious restraint.
A person commits the offense of felonious restraint if he unlawfully restrains another person 

without that person's consent, or the consent of the person's parent or legal custodian if the person is 
less than 16 years old, and moves the person from the place of the initial restraint by transporting 
him in a motor vehicle or other conveyance.  Violation of this section is a Class F felony.  Felonious 
restraint is considered a lesser included offense of kidnapping. (1985, c. 545, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, s. 
1147; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

§ 14-43.4.  Reserved for future codification purposes.

§ 14-43.5.  Reserved for future codification purposes.

§ 14-43.6.  Reserved for future codification purposes.

§ 14-43.7.  Reserved for future codification purposes.

§ 14-43.8.  Reserved for future codification purposes.

§ 14-43.9.  Reserved for future codification purposes.


