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Article 8. 

Assaults. 

§ 14‑28.  Malicious castration.
If any person, of malice aforethought, shall unlawfully castrate any other person, or cut off, 

maim or disfigure any of the privy members of any person, with intent to murder, maim, disfigure, 
disable or render impotent such person, the person so offending shall be punished as a Class C 
felon. (1831, c. 40, s. 1; R.C., c. 34, s. 4; 1868‑9, c. 167, s. 6; Code, s. 999; Rev., s. 3627; C.S., s. 
4210; 1979, c. 760, s. 5; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 47; 1981, c. 63, s. 1, c. 179, s. 14; 1993, c. 539, 
s. 1133; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

§ 14‑28.1.  Female genital mutilation of a child.
(a)	 Legislative Intent. – The General Assembly finds that female genital mutilation is a 

crime that causes a long‑lasting impact on the victim's quality of life and has been recognized 
internationally as a violation of the human rights of girls and women. The practice is mostly carried 
out on girls under the age of 15 years old. The General Assembly also recognizes that the practice 
includes any procedure that intentionally alters or injures the female genital organs for nonmedical 
reasons. These procedures can cause severe pain, excessive bleeding, urinary problems, and death. 
Therefore, the General Assembly enacts this law to protect these vulnerable victims.

(b)	 Mutilation. – A person who knowingly and unlawfully circumcises, excises, or 
infibulates the whole or any part of the labia majora, labia minora, or clitoris of a child less than 18 
years of age is guilty of a Class C felony.

(c)	 Consent to Mutilation. – A parent, or a person providing care to or supervision of a 
child less than 18 years of age, who consents to or permits the unlawful circumcision, excision, or 
infibulation, in whole or in any part, of the labia majora, labia minora, or clitoris of the child, is 
guilty of a Class C felony.

(d)	 Removal for Mutilation. – A parent, or a person providing care to or supervision of a 
child less than 18 years of age, who knowingly removes or permits the removal of the child from 
the State for the purpose of having the child's labia majora, labia minora, or clitoris circumcised, 
excised, or infibulated, is guilty of a Class C felony.

(e)	 Exceptions. – A surgical operation is not a violation of this section if the operation 
meets either of the following requirements:

(1)	 The operation is necessary to the health of the person on whom it is performed 
and is performed by a person licensed in the State as a medical practitioner.

(2)	 The operation is performed on a person in labor who has just given birth and is 
performed for medical purposes connected with that labor or birth by a person 
licensed in this State as a medical practitioner or certified nurse midwife, or a 
person in training to become licensed as a medical practitioner or certified nurse 
midwife.

(f)	 No Defense. – It is not a defense to prosecution under this section that the person on 
whom the circumcision, excision, or infibulation is performed, or any other person, believes that 
the circumcision, excision, or infibulation is required as a matter of custom or ritual, or that the 
person on whom the circumcision, excision, or infibulation is performed consented to the 
circumcision, excision, or infibulation.  (2019‑183, s. 1.)

§ 14‑29.  Castration or other maiming without malice aforethought.
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If any person shall, on purpose and unlawfully, but without malice aforethought, cut, or slit the 
nose, bite or cut off the nose, or a lip or an ear, or disable any limb or member of any other person, 
or castrate any other person, or cut off, maim or disfigure any of the privy members of any other 
person, with intent to kill, maim, disfigure, disable or render impotent such person, the person so 
offending shall be punished as a Class E felon. (1754, c. 56, P.R.; 1791, c. 339, ss. 2, 3, P.R.; 1831, 
c. 40, s. 2; R.C., c. 34, s. 47; Code, s. 1000; Rev., s. 3626; C.S., s. 4211; 1979, c. 760, s. 5; 1979, 2nd 
Sess., c. 1316, s. 47; 1981, c. 63, s. 1, c. 179, s. 14; 1993, c. 539, s. 1134; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 
14(c).)

§ 14‑30.  Malicious maiming.
If any person shall, of malice aforethought, unlawfully cut out or disable the tongue or put out 

an eye of any other person, with intent to murder, maim or disfigure, the person so offending, his 
counselors, abettors and aiders, knowing of and privy to the offense, shall be punished as a Class C 
felon. (22 and 23 Car. II, c. 1 (Coventry Act); 1754, c. 56, P.R.; 1791, c. 339, s. 1, P.R.; 1831, c. 12; 
R.C., c. 34, s. 14; Code, s. 1080; Rev., s. 3636; C.S., s. 4212; 1979, c. 760, s. 5; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 
1316, s. 47; 1981, c. 63, s. 1, c. 179, s. 14; 1993, c. 539, s. 1135; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

§ 14‑30.1.  Malicious throwing of corrosive acid or alkali.
If any person shall, of malice aforethought, knowingly and willfully throw or cause to be 

thrown upon another person any corrosive acid or alkali with intent to murder, maim or disfigure 
and inflicts serious injury not resulting in death, he shall be punished as a Class E felon. (1963, c. 
354; 1979, c. 760, s. 5; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 47; 1981, c. 63, s. 1, c. 179, s. 14; 1993, c. 539, s. 
1136; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

§ 14‑31.  Maliciously assaulting in a secret manner.
If any person shall in a secret manner maliciously commit an assault and battery with any 

deadly weapon upon another by waylaying or otherwise, with intent to kill such other person, 
notwithstanding the person so assaulted may have been conscious of the presence of his adversary, 
he shall be punished as a Class E felon. (1887, c. 32; Rev., s. 3621; 1919, c. 25; C.S., s. 4213; 1969, 
c. 602, s. 1; 1979, c. 760, s. 5; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 47; 1981, c. 63, s. 1, c. 179, s. 14; 1993, c. 
539, s. 1137; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

§ 14‑32.  Felonious assault with deadly weapon with intent to kill or inflicting serious injury; 
punishments.

(a)	 Any person who assaults another person with a deadly weapon with intent to kill and 
inflicts serious injury shall be punished as a Class C felon.

(b)	 Any person who assaults another person with a deadly weapon and inflicts serious 
injury shall be punished as a Class E felon.

(c)	 Any person who assaults another person with a deadly weapon with intent to kill shall 
be punished as a Class E felon.

(d)	 Any person who assaults an emergency worker with a deadly weapon and inflicts 
serious injury shall be punished as a Class D felon.

(e)	 Any person who assaults an emergency worker with a deadly weapon with intent to kill 
shall be punished as a Class D felon.

(f)	 For the purposes of this section, an "emergency worker" is a law enforcement officer, 
firefighter, emergency medical technician, or medical responder.  (1919, c. 101; C.S., s. 4214; 
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1931, c. 145, s. 30; 1969, c. 602, s. 2; 1971, c. 765, s. 1; c. 1093, s. 12; 1973, c. 229, ss. 1‑3; 1979, c. 
760, s. 5; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 47; 1981, c. 63, s. 1; c. 179, s. 14; 1993, c. 539, s. 1138; 1994, 
Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 2023‑76, s. 7.)

§ 14‑32.1.  Assaults on individuals with a disability; punishments.
(a)	 For purposes of this section, an "individual with a disability" is an individual who has 

one or more of the following that would substantially impair the ability to defend oneself:
(1)	 A physical or mental disability, such as a decreased use of arms or legs, 

blindness, deafness, intellectual disability, or mental illness.
(2)	 An infirmity.

(b)	 through (d) Repealed by Session Laws 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 767, s. 31, effective 
October 1, 1994.

(e)	 Unless the conduct is covered under some other provision of law providing greater 
punishment, any person who commits any aggravated assault or assault and battery on an 
individual with a disability is guilty of a Class F felony. A person commits an aggravated assault or 
assault and battery upon an individual with a disability if, in the course of the assault or assault and 
battery, that person does any of the following:

(1)	 Uses a deadly weapon or other means of force likely to inflict serious injury or 
serious damage to an individual with a disability.

(2)	 Inflicts serious injury or serious damage to an individual with a disability.
(3)	 Intends to kill an individual with a disability.

(f)	 Any person who commits a simple assault or battery upon an individual with a 
disability is guilty of a Class A1 misdemeanor.  (1981, c. 780, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, ss. 15, 1139; 1994, 
Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 767, s. 31; 2006‑179, s. 1; 2018‑47, s. 4(m).)

§ 14‑32.2.  Patient abuse and neglect; punishments; definitions.
(a)	 It is unlawful for any person to physically abuse a patient of a health care facility or a 

resident of a residential care facility, when the abuse results in death or bodily injury.
(b)	 Unless the conduct is prohibited by some other provision of law providing for greater 

punishment, a violation of subsection (a) of this section is the following:
(1)	 A Class C felony where intentional conduct proximately causes the death of the 

patient or resident.
(2)	 A Class E felony where culpably negligent conduct proximately causes the 

death of the patient or resident.
(3)	 A Class F felony where such conduct is willful or culpably negligent and 

proximately causes serious bodily injury to the patient or resident.
(4)	 A Class H felony where such conduct evinces a pattern of conduct and the 

conduct is willful or culpably negligent and proximately causes bodily injury to 
a patient or resident.

(c)	 through (e1) Repealed by Session Laws 2019‑76, s. 12(a), effective January 1, 2020, 
and applicable to offenses committed on or after that date.

(f)	 Any defense which may arise under G.S. 90‑321(h) or G.S. 90‑322(d) pursuant to 
compliance with Article 23 of Chapter 90 of the General Statutes is fully applicable to any 
prosecution initiated under this section.

(g)	 Criminal process for a violation of this section may be issued only upon the request of a 
district attorney.
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(h)	 The provisions of this section do not supersede any other applicable statutory or 
common law offenses.

(i)	 The following definitions apply in this section:
(1)	 Abuse. – The willful or culpably negligent infliction of physical injury or the 

willful or culpably negligent violation of any law designed for the health or 
welfare of a patient or resident.

(2)	 Culpably negligent. – Conduct of a willful, gross, and flagrant character, 
evincing reckless disregard of human life.

(3)	 Health care facility. – Includes hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, intermediate 
care facilities, intermediate care facilities for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities, psychiatric facilities, rehabilitation facilities, kidney disease 
treatment centers, home health agencies, ambulatory surgical facilities, and any 
other health care related facility whether publicly or privately owned.

(4)	 Person. – Includes any individual, association, corporation, partnership, or 
other entity.

(5)	 Residential care facility. – Includes adult care homes and any other residential 
care related facility whether publicly or privately owned.  (1987, c. 527, s. 1; 
1993, c. 539, s. 1140; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1995, c. 535, s. 1; 1995 
(Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 742, ss. 7, 8; 1999‑334, s. 3.15; 1999‑456, s. 61(b); 
2007‑188, s. 1; 2019‑76, s. 12(a).)

§ 14‑32.3.  Domestic abuse, neglect, and exploitation of disabled or elder adults.
(a)	 Abuse. – A person is guilty of abuse if that person is a caretaker of a disabled or elder 

adult who is residing in a domestic setting and, with malice aforethought, knowingly and willfully: 
(i) assaults, (ii) fails to provide medical or hygienic care, or (iii) confines or restrains the disabled 
or elder adult in a place or under a condition that is cruel or unsafe, and as a result of the act or 
failure to act the disabled or elder adult suffers mental or physical injury.

If the disabled or elder adult suffers serious injury from the abuse, the caretaker is guilty of a 
Class F felony. If the disabled or elder adult suffers injury from the abuse, the caretaker is guilty of 
a Class H felony.

A person is not guilty of an offense under this subsection if the act or failure to act is in 
accordance with G.S. 90‑321 or G.S. 90‑322.

(b)	 Neglect. – A person is guilty of neglect if that person is a caretaker of a disabled or elder 
adult who is residing in a domestic setting and, wantonly, recklessly, or with gross carelessness: (i) 
fails to provide medical or hygienic care, or (ii) confines or restrains the disabled or elder adult in a 
place or under a condition that is unsafe, and as a result of the act or failure to act the disabled or 
elder adult suffers mental or physical injury.

If the disabled or elder adult suffers serious injury from the neglect, the caretaker is guilty of a 
Class G felony. If the disabled or elder adult suffers injury from the neglect, the caretaker is guilty 
of a Class I felony.

A person is not guilty of an offense under this subsection if the act or failure to act is in 
accordance with G.S. 90‑321 or G.S. 90‑322.

(c)	 Repealed by Session Laws 2005‑272, s. 1, effective December 1, 2005, and applicable 
to offenses committed on or after that date.

(d)	 Definitions. – The following definitions apply in this section:



NC General Statutes - Chapter 14 Article 8	 5

(1)	 Caretaker. – A person who has the responsibility for the care of a disabled or 
elder adult as a result of family relationship or who has assumed the 
responsibility for the care of a disabled or elder adult voluntarily or by contract.

(2)	 Disabled adult. – A person 18 years of age or older or a lawfully emancipated 
minor who is present in the State of North Carolina and who is physically or 
mentally incapacitated as defined in G.S. 108A‑101(d).

(3)	 Domestic setting. – Residence in any residential setting except for a health care 
facility or residential care facility as these terms are defined in G.S. 14‑32.2.

(4)	 Elder adult. – A person 60 years of age or older who is not able to provide for the 
social, medical, psychiatric, psychological, financial, or legal services 
necessary to safeguard the person's rights and resources and to maintain the 
person's physical and mental well‑being. (1995, c. 246, s. 1; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 
1996), c. 742, s. 9; 2005‑272, s. 1.)

§ 14‑32.4.  Assault inflicting serious bodily injury; strangulation; penalties.
(a)	 Unless the conduct is covered under some other provision of law providing greater 

punishment, any person who assaults another person and inflicts serious bodily injury is guilty of a 
Class F felony. "Serious bodily injury" is defined as bodily injury that creates a substantial risk of 
death, or that causes serious permanent disfigurement, coma, a permanent or protracted condition 
that causes extreme pain, or permanent or protracted loss or impairment of the function of any 
bodily member or organ, or that results in prolonged hospitalization.

(b)	 Unless the conduct is covered under some other provision of law providing greater 
punishment, any person who assaults another person and inflicts physical injury by strangulation is 
guilty of a Class H felony. (1996, 2nd Ex. Sess., c. 18, s. 20.13(a); 2004‑186, s. 9.1.)

§ 14‑32.5.  Misdemeanor crime of domestic violence.
(a)	 Offense and Punishment. – A person is guilty of a Class A1 misdemeanor if that person 

uses or attempts to use physical force, or threatens the use of a deadly weapon, against another 
person and the person who commits the offense is:

(1)	 A current or former spouse, parent, or guardian of the victim.
(2)	 A person with whom the victim shares a child in common.
(3)	 A person who is cohabitating with or has cohabitated with the victim as a 

spouse, parent, or guardian.
(4)	 A person similarly situated to a spouse, parent, or guardian of the victim.
(5)	 A person who has a current or recent former dating relationship with the victim.

(b)	 Definition. – For purposes of this section, the term "dating relationship" is as defined in 
18 U.S.C. § 921.  (2023‑14, s. 8.3(a).)

§ 14‑33.  Misdemeanor assaults, batteries, and affrays, simple and aggravated; punishments.
(a)	 Any person who commits a simple assault or a simple assault and battery or participates 

in a simple affray is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.
(b)	 Unless his conduct is covered under some other provision of law providing greater 

punishment, any person who commits any assault, assault and battery, or affray is guilty of a Class 
1 misdemeanor if, in the course of the assault, assault and battery, or affray, he:

(1)	 through (3) Repealed by Session Laws 1995, c. 507, s. 19.5(b);
(4)	 through (7) Repealed by Session Laws 1991, c. 525, s. 1;
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(8)	 Repealed by Session Laws 1995, c. 507, s. 19.5(b);
(9)	 Commits an assault and battery against a sports official when the sports official 

is discharging or attempting to discharge official duties at a sports event, or 
immediately after the sports event at which the sports official discharged 
official duties. A "sports official" is a person at a sports event who enforces the 
rules of the event, such as an umpire or referee, or a person who supervises the 
participants, such as a coach. A "sports event" includes any interscholastic or 
intramural athletic activity in a primary, middle, junior high, or high school, 
college, or university, any organized athletic activity sponsored by a 
community, business, or nonprofit organization, any athletic activity that is a 
professional or semiprofessional event, and any other organized athletic activity 
in the State.

(c)	 Unless the conduct is covered under some other provision of law providing greater 
punishment, any person who commits any assault, assault and battery, or affray is guilty of a Class 
A1 misdemeanor if, in the course of the assault, assault and battery, or affray, he or she:

(1)	 Inflicts serious injury upon another person or uses a deadly weapon;
(2)	 Assaults a female, he being a male person at least 18 years of age;
(2a)	 Assaults a pregnant woman;
(3)	 Assaults a child under the age of 12 years;
(4)	 Assaults an officer or employee of the State or any political subdivision of the 

State, when the officer or employee is discharging or attempting to discharge his 
official duties;

(5)	 Repealed by Session Laws 1999‑105, s. 1, effective December 1, 1999; or
(6)	 Assaults a school employee or school volunteer when the employee or 

volunteer is discharging or attempting to discharge his or her duties as an 
employee or volunteer, or assaults a school employee or school volunteer as a 
result of the discharge or attempt to discharge that individual's duties as a school 
employee or school volunteer. For purposes of this subdivision, the following 
definitions shall apply:
a.	 "Duties" means:

1.	 All activities on school property;
2.	 All activities, wherever occurring, during a school authorized 

event or the accompanying of students to or from that event; and
3.	 All activities relating to the operation of school transportation.

b.	 "Employee" or "volunteer" means:
1.	 An employee of a local board of education; or a charter school 

authorized under G.S. 115C‑218.5, or a nonpublic school which 
has filed intent to operate under Part 1 or Part 2 of Article 39 of 
Chapter 115C of the General Statutes;

2.	 An independent contractor or an employee of an independent 
contractor of a local board of education, charter school 
authorized under G.S. 115C‑218.5, or a nonpublic school which 
has filed intent to operate under Part 1 or Part 2 of Article 39 of 
Chapter 115C of the General Statutes, if the independent 
contractor carries out duties customarily performed by 
employees of the school; and
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3.	 An adult who volunteers his or her services or presence at any 
school activity and is under the supervision of an individual 
listed in sub‑sub‑subdivision 1. or 2. of this sub‑subdivision.

(7)	 Assaults a public transit operator, including a public employee or a private 
contractor employed as a public transit operator, when the operator is 
discharging or attempting to discharge his or her duties.

(8)	 Assaults a company police officer certified pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter 74E of the General Statutes or a campus police officer certified 
pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 74G, Article 1 of Chapter 17C, or Chapter 
116 of the General Statutes in the performance of that person's duties.

(9)	 Assaults a transportation network company (TNC) driver providing a 
transportation network company (TNC) service. For the purposes of this 
subdivision, the definitions for "TNC driver" and "TNC service" as defined in 
G.S. 20‑280.1 shall apply.

(c1)	 No school personnel as defined in G.S. 14‑33(c)(6) who takes reasonable actions in 
good faith to end a fight or altercation between students shall incur any civil or criminal liability as 
the result of those actions.

(d)	 Any person who, in the course of an assault, assault and battery, or affray, inflicts 
serious injury upon another person, or uses a deadly weapon, in violation of subdivision (c)(1) of 
this section, on a person with whom the person has a personal relationship, and in the presence of a 
minor, is guilty of a Class A1 misdemeanor. A person convicted under this subsection, who is 
sentenced to a community punishment, shall be placed on supervised probation in addition to any 
other punishment imposed by the court.

A person committing a second or subsequent violation of this subsection shall be sentenced to 
an active punishment of no less than 30 days in addition to any other punishment imposed by the 
court.

The following definitions apply to this subsection:
(1)	 "Personal relationship" is as defined in G.S. 50B‑1(b).
(2)	 "In the presence of a minor" means that the minor was in a position to see or 

hear the assault.
(3)	 "Minor" is any person under the age of 18 years who is residing with or is under 

the care and supervision of, and who has a personal relationship with, the person 
assaulted or the person committing the assault.  (1870‑1, c. 43, s. 2; 1873‑4, c. 
176, s. 6; 1879, c. 92, ss. 2, 6; Code, s. 987; Rev., s. 3620, 1911, c. 193; C.S., s. 
4215; 1933, c. 189; 1949, c. 298; 1969, c. 618, s. 1; 1971, c. 765, s. 2; 1973, c. 
229, s. 4; c. 1413; 1979, cc. 524, 656; 1981, c. 180; 1983, c. 175, ss. 6, 10; c. 
720, s. 4; 1985, c. 321; 1991, c. 525, s. 1; 1993, c. 286, s. 1; c. 539, s. 16; 1994, 
Ex. Sess., c. 14, s. 3; c. 24, s. 14(c); 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 687, s. 1; 1995, c. 
352, s. 1; 1995, c. 507, s. 19.5(b); 1999‑105, s. 1; 2003‑409, s. 1; 2004‑26, s. 1; 
2004‑199, s. 7; 2005‑231, s. 6.2; 2012‑149, s. 1; 2014‑101, s. 7; 2015‑62, s. 
4(b); 2019‑194, s. 3.5(a); 2023‑14, s. 8.2(a).)

§ 14‑33.1.  Evidence of former threats upon plea of self‑defense.
In any case of assault, assault and battery, or affray in which the plea of the defendant is 

self‑defense, evidence of former threats against the defendant by the person alleged to have been 
assaulted by him, if such threats shall have been communicated to the defendant before the 
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altercation, shall be competent as bearing upon the reasonableness of the claim of apprehension by 
the defendant of bodily harm, and also as bearing upon the amount of force which reasonably 
appeared necessary to the defendant, under the circumstances, to repel his assailant. (1969, c. 618, 
s. 2.)

§ 14‑33.2.  Habitual misdemeanor assault.
A person commits the offense of habitual misdemeanor assault if that person violates any of the 

provisions of G.S. 14‑33 and causes physical injury, or G.S. 14‑34, and has two or more prior 
convictions for either misdemeanor or felony assault, with the earlier of the two prior convictions 
occurring no more than 15 years prior to the date of the current violation. A conviction under this 
section shall not be used as a prior conviction for any other habitual offense statute. A person 
convicted of violating this section is guilty of a Class H felony. (1995, c. 507, s. 19.5(c); 2004‑186, 
s. 10.1.)

§ 14‑34.  Assaulting by pointing gun.
If any person shall point any gun or pistol at any person, either in fun or otherwise, whether 

such gun or pistol be loaded or not loaded, he shall be guilty of a Class A1 misdemeanor. (1889, c. 
527; Rev., s. 3622; C.S., s. 4216; 1969, c. 618, s. 2 1/2; 1993, c. 539, s. 17; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 
14(c); 1995, c. 507, s. 19.5(d).)

§ 14‑34.1.  Discharging certain barreled weapons or a firearm into occupied property.
(a)	 Any person who willfully or wantonly discharges or attempts to discharge any firearm 

or barreled weapon capable of discharging shot, bullets, pellets, or other missiles at a muzzle 
velocity of at least 600 feet per second into any building, structure, vehicle, aircraft, watercraft, or 
other conveyance, device, equipment, erection, or enclosure while it is occupied is guilty of a Class 
E felony.

(b)	 A person who willfully or wantonly discharges a weapon described in subsection (a) of 
this section into an occupied dwelling or into any occupied vehicle, aircraft, watercraft, or other 
conveyance that is in operation is guilty of a Class D felony.

(c)	 If a person violates this section and the violation results in serious bodily injury to any 
person, the person is guilty of a Class C felony. (1969, c. 341; c. 869, s. 7; 1979, c. 760, s. 5; 1979, 
2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 47; 1981, c. 63, s. 1; c. 179, s. 14; c. 755; 1993, c. 539, s. 1141; 1994, Ex. 
Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 2005‑461, s. 1.)

§ 14‑34.1A.   Discharging certain barreled weapons or a firearm at or into certain unoccupied 
emergency vehicles.

(a)	 Definition. – For purposes of this section, the term "emergency vehicle" means any of 
the following:

(1)	 A law enforcement vehicle.
(2)	 A fire department vehicle.
(3)	 A public or private ambulance.
(4)	 A rescue squad emergency service vehicle.
(5)	 A State or local emergency management vehicle.
(6)	 A vehicle owned or operated by the North Carolina National Guard.
(7)	 A vehicle owned or operated by any branch of the Armed Forces of the United 

States.
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(8)	 A vehicle owned or operated by the Department of Adult Correction.
(9)	 A vehicle owned or operated by the Division of Juvenile Justice of the 

Department of Public Safety.
(b)	 Offense. – It is unlawful to willfully or wantonly discharge or attempt to discharge any 

firearm or barreled weapon capable of discharging shot, bullets, pellets, or other missiles at a 
muzzle velocity of at least 600 feet per second at or into any unoccupied emergency vehicle.

(c)	 Punishment. – Unless the conduct is covered under some other provision of law 
providing greater punishment, any person who violates subsection (b) of this section is guilty of a 
Class H felony.  (2023‑76, s. 2.)

§ 14‑34.2.  Assault with a firearm or other deadly weapon upon governmental officers or 
employees, company police officers, or campus police officers.

Unless a person's conduct is covered under some other provision of law providing greater 
punishment, any person who commits an assault with a deadly weapon upon an officer or 
employee of the State or of any political subdivision of the State, a company police officer certified 
pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 74E of the General Statutes, or a campus police officer 
certified pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 74G, Article 1 of Chapter 17C or Chapter 116 of the 
General Statutes, in the performance of an official duty is guilty of a Class E felony.  (1969, c. 1134; 
1977, c. 829; 1979, c. 760, s. 5; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 47; 1981, c. 63, s. 1; c. 179, s. 14; 1981, 
c. 535, s. 1; 1991, c. 525, s. 2; 1993, c. 539, s. 1142; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1993 (Reg. 
Sess., 1994), c. 687, s. 2; 1995, c. 507, s. 19.5(i); 2005‑231, s. 6.1; 2023‑76, s. 4.)

§ 14‑34.3.  Manufacture, sale, purchase, or possession of teflon‑coated types of bullets 
prohibited.

(a)	 It is unlawful for any person to import, manufacture, possess, store, transport, sell, offer 
to sell, purchase, offer to purchase, deliver or give to another, or acquire any teflon‑coated bullet.

(b)	 This section does not apply to:
(1)	 Officers and enlisted personnel of the Armed Forces of the United States when 

in discharge of their official duties as such and acting under orders requiring 
them to carry arms or weapons, civil officers of the United States while in the 
discharge of their official duties, officers and soldiers of the militia when called 
into actual service, officers of the State, or of any county, city or town, charged 
with the execution of the laws of the State, when acting in the discharge of their 
official duties;

(2)	 Importers, manufacturers, and dealers validly licensed under the laws of the 
United States or the State of North Carolina who possess for the purpose of sale 
to authorized law‑enforcement agencies only;

(3)	 Inventors, designers, ordinance consultants and researchers, chemists, 
physicists, and other persons employed by or under contract with a 
manufacturing company engaged in making or doing research designed to 
enlarge knowledge or to facilitate the creation, development, or manufacture of 
more effective police‑type body armor.

(c)	 Any person who violates any provision of this section is guilty of a Class 1 
misdemeanor.  (1981 (Reg. Sess., 1982), c. 1272, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, s. 18; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 
14(c); 1999‑456, s. 33(a); 2011‑183, s. 8.)
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§ 14‑34.4.  Adulterated or misbranded food, drugs, or cosmetics; intent to cause serious 
injury or death; intent to extort.

(a)	 Any person who with the intent to cause serious injury or death manufactures, sells, 
delivers, offers, or holds for sale, any food, drug, or cosmetic that is adulterated or misbranded, or 
adulterates or misbrands any food, drug, or cosmetic, in violation of G.S. 106‑122, is guilty of a 
Class C felony.

(b)	 Any person who with the intent to wrongfully obtain, directly or indirectly, anything of 
value or any acquittance, advantage, or immunity communicates to another that he has violated, or 
intends to violate, subsection (a) of this section, is guilty of a Class C felony. (1987, c. 313.)

§ 14‑34.5.  Assault with a firearm on a law enforcement, probation, or parole officer, or on a 
member of the North Carolina National Guard, or on a person employed at a State 
or local detention facility.

(a)	 Any person who commits an assault with a firearm upon a law enforcement officer, 
probation officer, or parole officer while the officer is in the performance of his or her duties is 
guilty of a Class D felony.

(a1)	 Any person who commits an assault with a firearm upon a member of the North 
Carolina National Guard while the member is in the performance of his or her duties is guilty of a 
Class D felony.

(b)	 Anyone who commits an assault with a firearm upon a person who is employed at a 
detention facility operated under the jurisdiction of the State or a local government while the 
employee is in the performance of the employee's duties is guilty of a Class D felony.  (1995, c. 
507, s. 19.5(j); 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 742, s. 10; 1997‑443, s. 19.25(gg); 2015‑74, s. 2; 
2019‑116, s. 1; 2019‑228, s. 1(a); 2023‑76, s. 5.)

§ 14‑34.6.  Assault or affray on a firefighter, an emergency medical technician, medical 
responder, and medical practice and hospital personnel.

(a)	 A person is guilty of a Class I felony if the person commits an assault or affray causing 
physical injury on any of the following persons who are discharging or attempting to discharge 
their official duties:

(1)	 An emergency medical technician or other emergency health care provider.
(2)	 A medical responder.
(3)	 Hospital employee, medical practice employee, licensed health care provider, 

or individual under contract to provide services at a hospital or medical practice.
(4)	 Repealed by Session Laws 2011‑356, s. 2, effective December 1, 2011, and 

applicable to offenses committed on or after that date.
(5)	 A firefighter.
(6)	 Hospital security personnel.

(b)	 Unless a person's conduct is covered under some other provision of law providing 
greater punishment, a person is guilty of a Class F felony if the person violates subsection (a) of this 
section and (i) inflicts serious bodily injury or (ii) uses a deadly weapon other than a firearm.

(c)	 Unless a person's conduct is covered under some other provision of law providing 
greater punishment, a person is guilty of a Class D felony if the person violates subsection (a) of 
this section and uses a firearm.  (1995, c. 507, s. 19.6(a); 1996, 2nd Ex. Sess., c. 18, s. 20.14B(b); 
1997‑9, s. 2; 1997‑443, s. 11A.129A; 1998‑217, s. 1; 2011‑356, s. 2; 2015‑97, s. 1; 2017‑57, s. 
16B.3(a); 2019‑228, s. 1(b); 2023‑129, s. 8.2(a).)
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§ 14‑34.7.  Certain assaults on a law enforcement, probation, or parole officer, or on a 
member of the North Carolina National Guard, or on a person employed at a State 
or local detention facility; penalty.

(a)	 Unless covered under some other provision of law providing greater punishment, a 
person is guilty of a Class E felony if the person assaults a law enforcement officer, probation 
officer, or parole officer while the officer is discharging or attempting to discharge his or her 
official duties and inflicts serious bodily injury on the officer.

(a1)	 Unless covered under some other provision of law providing greater punishment, a 
person is guilty of a Class E felony if the person assaults a member of the North Carolina National 
Guard while he or she is discharging or attempting to discharge his or her official duties and inflicts 
serious bodily injury on the member.

(b)	 Unless covered under some other provision of law providing greater punishment, a 
person is guilty of a Class E felony if the person assaults a person who is employed at a detention 
facility operated under the jurisdiction of the State or a local government while the employee is in 
the performance of the employee's duties and inflicts serious bodily injury on the employee.

(c)	 Unless covered under some other provision of law providing greater punishment, a 
person is guilty of a Class H felony if the person does any of the following:

(1)	 Assaults a law enforcement officer, probation officer, or parole officer while the 
officer is discharging or attempting to discharge his or her official duties and 
inflicts physical injury on the officer.

(2)	 Assaults a person who is employed at a detention facility operated under the 
jurisdiction of the State or a local government while the employee is in the 
performance of the employee's duties and inflicts physical injury on the 
employee.

(3)	 Assaults a member of the North Carolina National Guard while he or she is 
discharging or attempting to discharge his or her official duties and inflicts 
physical injury on the member.

For the purposes of this subsection, "physical injury" includes cuts, scrapes, bruises, or other 
physical injury which does not constitute serious injury.  (1996, 2nd Ex. Sess., c. 18, s. 20.14B(a); 
1997‑443, s. 19.25(hh); 2001‑487, s. 41; 2011‑356, s. 1; 2015‑74, s. 1; 2023‑76, s. 6.)

§ 14‑34.8.  Criminal use of laser device.
(a)	 The following definitions apply in this section:

(1)	 Laser. – Light amplification by stimulated emission of radiation.
(2)	 Law enforcement agency animal. – As defined in G.S. 14‑163.1.
(3)	 Search and rescue animal. – As defined in G.S. 14‑163.1.

(b)	 It is unlawful to intentionally point a laser device while the device is emitting a laser 
beam at:

(1)	 Any of the following while the person is in the performance of his or her duties:
a.	 A law enforcement officer.
b.	 A probation or parole officer.
c.	 A person whose employment duties include the custody, transportation, 

or management of persons who are detained or confined to a detention 
facility, youth development center, or correctional institution operated 
under the jurisdiction of the State or a local government.
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d.	 A firefighter.
e.	 An emergency medical technician or other emergency health care 

provider.
f.	 A member of the North Carolina National Guard.
g.	 A member of any branch of the Armed Forces of the United States.
h.	 Court counselors whose employment duties include intake, probation, 

post‑release supervision, and court supervision services of juveniles.
(2)	 The head or face of any person not covered under subdivision (1) of this 

subsection.
(3)	 A law enforcement agency animal or a search and rescue animal while the 

animal is in the performance of its duty.
(c)	 A violation of subdivision (1) of subsection (b) of this section is a Class I felony. A 

violation of subdivision (3) of subsection (b) of this section is a Class A1 misdemeanor if the law 
enforcement agency animal or the search and rescue animal is caused "harm" as that term is 
defined by G.S. 14‑163.1. Any other violation of subsection (b) of this section is an infraction.

(d)	 This section does not apply to a law enforcement officer who uses a laser device in 
discharging or attempting to discharge the officer's official duties. This section does not apply to a 
health care professional who uses a laser device in providing services within the scope of practice 
of that professional nor to any other person who is licensed or authorized by law to use a laser 
device or uses it in the performance of the person's official duties.

(e)	 This section does not apply to laser tag, paintball guns, and other similar games and 
devices using light emitting diode (LED) technology.  (1999‑401, s. 1; 2023‑76, s. 3.)

§ 14‑34.9.  Discharging a firearm from within an enclosure.
Unless covered under some other provision of law providing greater punishment, any person 

who willfully or wantonly discharges or attempts to discharge a firearm, as a part of criminal gang 
activity, from within any building, structure, motor vehicle, or other conveyance, erection, or 
enclosure toward a person or persons not within that enclosure shall be punished as a Class E felon.  
(2008‑214, s. 2; 2017‑194, s. 6.)

§ 14‑34.10.  Discharge firearm within enclosure to incite fear.
Unless covered under some other provision of law providing greater punishment, any person 

who willfully or wantonly discharges or attempts to discharge a firearm within any occupied 
building, structure, motor vehicle, or other conveyance, erection, or enclosure with the intent to 
incite fear in another shall be punished as a Class F felon.  (2013‑144, s. 1.)


