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§ 115C‑174.11.  Components of the testing program.
(a)	 Assessment Instruments for Kindergarten, First, Second, and Third Grades. – The 

State Board of Education shall develop, adopt, and provide to the local school administrative 
units developmentally appropriate individualized assessment instruments aligned with the 
standard course of study and Part 1A of Article 8 of this Chapter for the kindergarten, first, 
second, and third grades. Local school administrative units shall use these assessment 
instruments provided to them by the State Board for kindergarten, first, second, and third grade 
students to assess progress, diagnose difficulties, and inform instruction and remediation needs. 
Local school administrative units shall not use standardized tests for summative assessment of 
kindergarten, first, and second grade students except as required as a condition of receiving 
federal grants.

(b)	 Repealed by Session Laws 2009‑451, s. 7.20(c), effective July 1, 2009.
(c)	 Annual Testing Program. –

(1)	 The State Board of Education shall adopt the tests for grades three through 
12 that are required by federal law or as a condition of a federal grant. These 
tests shall be designed to measure progress toward reading, communication 
skills, and mathematics for grades three through eight, and toward 
competencies for grades nine through 12. Students who do not pass the tests 
adopted for eighth grade shall be provided remedial instruction in the ninth 
grade.

(2)	 If the State Board of Education finds that additional testing in grades three 
through 12 is desirable to allow comparisons with national indicators of 
student achievement, that testing shall be conducted with the smallest size 
sample of students necessary to assure valid comparisons with other states.

(3)	 Repealed by Session Laws 2014‑78, s. 3(a), effective July 1, 2014.
(4)	 (For applicability, see editor's note) To the extent funds are made 

available, the State Board of Education shall use a competitive bid process 
to adopt one nationally norm‑referenced college admissions test to make 
available to local school administrative units, regional schools, and charter 
schools to administer to all students in the eleventh grade unless the student 
has already taken a comparable test and scored at or above a level set by the 
State Board. The State Board of Education shall require the administration 
of an alternate to the nationally norm‑referenced college admissions test or 
an alternate precursor test to the nationally norm‑referenced college 
admissions test to a student who (i) exhibits severe and pervasive delays in 
all areas of conceptual, linguistic, and academic development and in 
adaptive behaviors, including communication, daily living skills, and 
self‑care, (ii) is following the extended content standards of the Standard 
Course of Study as provided in G.S. 115C‑81.5, or is following a course of 
study that, upon completing high school, may not lead to admission into a 
college‑level course of study resulting in a college degree, and (iii) has a 
written parental request for an alternate assessment.

The State Board of Education shall ensure that parents of students 
enrolled in all public schools, including charter and regional schools, have 
the necessary information to make informed decisions regarding 
participation in the nationally norm‑referenced college admissions test and 
precursor test.

Alternate assessment and nationally norm‑referenced college admissions 
test assessment results of students with disabilities shall be included in 
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school accountability reports, including charter and regional schools, 
provided by the State Board of Education.

(d)	 Except as provided in subsection (c) of this section, the State Board of Education 
shall not require the public schools to administer any standardized tests except for those 
required by federal law or as a condition of a federal grant.

The State Board of Education shall adopt and provide to local school administrative units 
all tests required by federal law or as a condition of a federal grant.  (1977, c. 522, s. 1; c. 541, 
s. 1; 1981, c. 423, s. 1; 1983, c. 627, s. 1; 1985, c. 409, ss. 1, 2; 1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 
1014, s. 74(a); 1987, c. 738, s. 180(a); 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1086, s. 77(a); 1989, c. 778, 
ss. 4, 5; 1995, c. 524, s. 3; 1996, 2nd Ex. Sess., c. 18, s. 18.14; 1998‑212, s. 9.15(b); 1998‑220, 
ss. 6, 11; 2000‑140, s. 21(a), (b); 2003‑275, s. 1; 2004‑124, ss. 7.11, 7.27; 2005‑458, s. 3; 
2009‑451, s. 7.20(c); 2010‑31, s. 7.30; 2011‑8, s. 1; 2011‑145, s. 7.30(a); 2011‑280, ss. 1, 2.1; 
2012‑142, s. 7A.1(e); 2013‑208, s. 1; 2014‑78, s. 3(a); 2017‑57, s. 7.26C(a); 2017‑126, ss. 14, 
15.)


