
G.S. 160A-205.6	 Page 1

§ 160A‑205.6.  Removal and disposal of abandoned vessels.
(a)	 A city may, by ordinance, prohibit the abandonment of vessels in navigable waters 

within the city's ordinance‑making jurisdiction, subject to the provisions of G.S. 160A‑303. The 
provisions of G.S. 160A‑303 shall apply to abandoned vessels in the same manner that they apply 
to abandoned or junked motor vehicles to the extent that the provisions may apply to abandoned 
vessels. For purposes of this section, an "abandoned vessel" is one that meets any of the 
following:

(1)	 A vessel that is moored, anchored, or otherwise located for more than 30 
consecutive days in any 180 consecutive‑day period without permission of the 
dock owner.

(2)	 A vessel that is in danger of sinking, has sunk, is resting on the bottom, or is 
located such that it is a hazard to navigation or is an immediate danger to other 
vessels.

(b)	 Shipwrecks, vessels, cargoes, tackle, and other underwater archeological remains that 
have been in place for more than 10 years shall not be considered abandoned vessels and shall not 
be removed under the provisions of this section without the approval of the Department of 
Natural and Cultural Resources, which is the legal custodian of these properties pursuant to 
G.S. 121‑22 and G.S. 121‑23.  (2023‑27, s. 2.)


