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§ 160D‑1116.  Certificates of compliance; temporary certificates of occupancy.
(a)	 At the conclusion of all work done under a building permit, the appropriate inspector 

shall make a final inspection, and, if the completed work complies with all applicable State and 
local laws and with the terms of the permit, the inspector shall issue a certificate of compliance. 
Except as provided by subsection (b) of this section, no new building or part thereof may be 
occupied, no addition or enlargement of an existing building may be occupied, and no existing 
building that has been altered or moved may be occupied, until the inspection department has 
issued a certificate of compliance.

(b)	 A temporary certificate of occupancy may be issued permitting occupancy for a stated 
period of time of either the entire building or of specified portions of the building if the inspector 
finds that the building may safely be occupied prior to its final completion. A permit holder may 
request and be issued a temporary certificate of occupancy if the conditions and requirements of 
the North Carolina State Building Code are met.

(c)	 Any person who owns, leases, or controls a building and occupies or allows the 
occupancy of the building or a part of the building before a certificate of compliance or temporary 
certificate of occupancy has been issued pursuant to subsection (a) or (b) of this section is guilty 
of a Class 1 misdemeanor.  (2019‑111, s. 2.4; 2020‑3, s. 4.33(a); 2020‑25, ss. 32, 51(a), (b), (d).)


